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The operation, as performed by myself, deviated in some respects from the plan proposed by Dr Willis, as it appeared to me that any advantage that could be gained by external incisions so very limited as he recommends, would be much more than coun- terbalanced by the inconvenience that might possibly attend the introduction of the dilator, by the difficulty of securing any bloodvessel in case it were necessary, and by the additional resistance that would be offered to the process of dilatation, and to the subsequent removal of the calculus.
Case. Thomas Irving, aged 17, stone mason, first consulted me in the month of May 1842. His general health was good, though the inconvenience that arose from the presence of a stone in his bladder was increasing. He had, however, been able to attend to his employment until a fortnight before I saw him, and stated that he could walk, and even run, without suffering. The symptoms were hot severe, but, as the medical treatment to which he had been previously subjected, had failed to remove the irritability of his bladder, he was anxious to submit to an operation for the removal of the stone, with which he believed he had been affected for four months.
Having observed a slight scaly eruption on the skin, and that the urine was of an acid nature, I subjected him to a course of simple alteratives, and gave him a weak solution of the carbonate of potash in considerable quantities. As and whatever be the size of the stone, if the distention has been
